The American Goshawk (Astur atricapillus) ranges in the Boreal Zone across the northern parts of the continent and southward along various mountain ranges. It is not strongly migratory and is usually resident wherever found though showing some seasonal shift of territory and occasional winter eruptions southward.
The contrast between the Queen Charlotte and the mainland groups is marked and conspicuous. The former is consistently dark. Above, the brown is rich and deep with little or no trace of lighter feather-edging or variegation. Below, the ground color is exceptionally deep, varying from Cinnamon-Buff to Light Buff (Ridgway' s nomenclature) with the stripes many, broad and very dark. In the mainland birds the browns are less rich; above there is much variegation with light feather-edging and semiconcealed spots. Below, the ground averages cream color and varies from almost white to as dark as the lightest of the island types. The stripes are slightly more sparse, narrow and less densely dark. It is not believed that the density of the ground color below is as significant as the other characters, for there is a suspicion that it is more or less evanescent as in the similar breast tint in juvenal buteos. Though young birds recently from the nest are always more deeply colored in this respect than older ones, especially those that have worn the livery for almost a year, these island juveniles are more heavily colored than other specimens of approximately the same age.
The nineteen birds from Vancouver Island are intermediate between the two extremes. In massed average, the intergradation is distinctly recognizable, though among them are individuals that might be included in either group without much violation of consistency.
From these comparisons it appears that there is a recognizable strain of goshawk on these islands distinct from a.tricapiZZus of the continental area. It is strongly characterized in some adults in both island groups though juveniles exhibit it more distinctly on the Queen Charlotte Islands than on Vancouver Island where the birds appear somewhat intermediate.
The The first of these may be ruled out on geographical considerations, Colorado being far removed from the area in which the dark ' race centers. It is evident that of the four specimens none of the first three can be taken as the type of the race now suggested. There remains only the fourth specimen from Puget Sound to represent the describer' s striatulus. By description and locality this may be a straggler or migrant from the islands. At my request, Dr. Friedmann has compared this specimen with typical examples of the insular form sent him for the purpose and he states that it agrees quite well with them, especially with the Vancouver Island type which is not as strongly marked as that from the Queen Charlotte Islands. The inclusion of this particular bird in Ridgway' s striatulus seems to have been more or less accidental and the elimination of three other specimens having page priority over it seems to reduce its availability as a type of the described race. Much as we regret to change old and established names on nomenclatural technicality, this seems a case where it may be advisable. The literature has many references to the Western Goshawk founded on misconception of both characters and range. It seems best to allow these unfortunate records to be cancelled out through synonymy than to cause confusion by applying an old name to a new concept. I therefore propose 
